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April 10, 1996

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
CELEBRATION '96 TO OFFER VARIETY OF FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT
CHARLESTON -- Glass blowing demonstrations, jazz and rock musicians and
a student talent show are just part of the entertainment package offered at Eastern
Illinois University's annual "Celebration: A Festival of the Arts" April 26-28.
The event, sponsored by EIU's College of Arts and Humanities, originated in
1977. Since then, Celebration has attracted more than 250,000 people to the Eastern
campus.
One difference from previous years is the festival's new location. Celebration
'96 will be held in the North Quad area behind Old Main. "This area is one of the most
beautiful locations on campus, and the planning committee thought it would be a
terrific spot for the arts festival," said Dan Crews, coordinator of Celebration.
Crews, coordinator since 1993, said the three-day event will have something
for all age groups -- children, students and adults.
"With Celebration, we try to appeal to all individuals," Crews said. "Friday is
-more-

ADD 1/1/1/1

CELEBRATION

usually more student-oriented, but Saturday and Sunday are geared for everyone who
would like to attend."
One feature of Celebration certain to draw crowds is the
numerous arts and crafts booths. Around 60 vendors are expected to attend this
year's event.
" We will have a wide va riety of artists participating, ranging fro m jewelers to
wood craft to pottery," Crews said. "This year also will include a glass blowing
demonstration."
"We also offer things that younger children will enjoy -- 'make it and take it
crafts,' children's theater groups, button making and face painting, " Crews added .
A panel of individuals ensures the crafts sold are of high quality.
In addition to arts and crafts, several jazz, rock, reggae and blues bands have
been booked to play at an outdoor stage throughout the weekend, including The
Drovers and the Mighty Blue Kings.
"People today like a wide variety of music," Crews said. "We try to bring in
bands that will entertain different groups of people."
One new addition to Celebration this year will be a student talent show Sunday
evening. The event will give students an opportunity to showcase their talents in a
number of different areas, including comedy, lip sync and dance.
Despite the wide range of activities, the main factor in determining the success
of Celebration can be the weather. Because of its early date, Celebration events are
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sometimes threatened by April showers, but, as always, the show goes on.
"We prepare for inclement weather," Crews said.
Crews said the attendance goal for Celebration is 15,000
people.
The venue change also will allow for more parking area. The Pemberton Hall,
Blair Hall, Old Main and Martin Luther King Jr. University Union parking lots will be
open to festival-goers, along with parking spaces along the east side of Fourth Street.
The Student Services building parking lot will be reserved for vendors.
Events will run from noon to 7 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. For more information, contact the Celebration Office at (217)
581-2113.
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